
1PGE301 Educational Justice in Theory and Practice 
 
Tutor:   Adrian Kreutz, University of Oxford 
E-Mail:  adrian_kreutz@icloud.com 
Essays Due:  13th May 2021 11:59pm (via e-mail and in one batch) 
 
Dear students, we will meet online for an introductory session once (details will be circulated), 
the rest of the course is organized in modules provided via email. You can go through them in 
any order you wish, but I would advise starting with module 1. You are asked to answer a 
question for each module with a short essay (250-500 words). You are not supposed to cite 
secondary literature, simply answer the questions in your own words. Feel free to reflect on your 
own experiences, employ your practical wisdom, if you wish, but please base your arguments on 
the texts.  
 
Introduction 
 
Online Meeting:  Thu. 15th April 2021 4:00pm 
Reading:   Morton, J. "Engines of Democracy" 
Assignment:  Please formulate a couple of sentences on why you think/don't think 
   that educational justice matters. Please send your text via e-mail before 
   the meeting. We will then discuss some of your answers. 
 
Module 1 "Justice, Equality, Opportunity" 
 
Lecture:  Podcast 1 "Justice, Equality, Opportunity" 
 
Readings:    - Gosepath, S. "Equality"  
   - Merry, M. "Equality and Educational Justice" 
   - Shields, L. "Equality of Educational Opportunity" 
   - Arneson, R. "Equality of Opportunity" (optional) 
   - Anderson, E. "What is the point of Equality?" (optional)   
 
Essay Question: Is 'to each according to need, from each according to ability' a  
   sensible principle of educational justice? 
 
Module 2 "Diversity & Affirmative Action" 
 
Lecture:  Podcast 2 "Diversity & Affirmative Action" 
 
Readings:  - Fullwinder, R. "Affirmative Action" 
   - Marry, M., New, W. "Is Diversity Necessary for Educational Justice?" 
   - Morton, J. "The Miseducation of the Elite" 
   - Menand, L. "The Changing Meaning of Affirmative Action" 
   - Brennan, J., Naidoo, R. "Higher education and the achievement 
      (and/or prevention) of equity and social justice" (optional) 
   - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HuUDhfKV3bk (optional) 
 
Essay Question: Is affirmative action the right instrument to increase diversity? 



Module 3 "Meritocracy, Class and Status" 
 
Lecture:  Podcast 3 "Meritocracy, Class and Status" 
 
Readings:  - Morton, J. "Mitigating Costs in the Classroom" 
   - Menand, L. "Is Meritocracy Making Everyone Miserable?" 
   - Bell, P. "Review: The Meritocracy Trap by Daniel Markovits" 
   - Schneider, S., Tieben, N. "A healthy sorting machine? Social  
      inequality in the transition to upper secondary education in  
      Germany" 
   - Daniels, N. "Merit and Meritocracy" (optional) 
   - Georg, W., Bargel, E. "Parental qualifications as determinants of 
      university entrance and choice of a field of study in Germany"  
      (optional) 
   - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bTDGdKaMDhQ (optional) 
 
Essay Question: Please discuss: Access to higher education in Germany is *not* a matter 
   of merit.     
 
 
Module 4 "Theory in Practice: Grades and Exams" 
 
Lecture:  Podcast 4 "Theory in Practice: Grades and Exams" 
 
Readings:   - Levinson, M., Finefter-Rosenbuhl, I. "Inflated Expectations: How 
      Should Teachers Assign Grades?" 
   - Reich, R., "Three Ways of Grading" 
   - Müller-Benedict, V., Gaens4, T. "A new explanation for grade  
      inflation: the long-term development of German university  
      grades" 
 
Essay Question: Abitur, Bachelor, Master, PhD: Does it make sense to assign grades? 
 


